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throughout his 14 years in the NFL, 
and today I, along with Patriots fans 
across New England, congratulate him 
on a fantastic career and wish him suc-
cess in the next chapter of his life. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO ELEANOR SANTEE 

∑ Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today, I 
would like to honor a woman of incom-
parable dedication and grace. After 26 
years of loyal service to the Scranton 
School District, Mrs. Eleanor Santee 
retired from her position as a secretary 
at Robert Morris Elementary School 
on March 2, 2007. 

Throughout Eleanor’s years of serv-
ice, the combination of her experience 
and work ethic allowed her to provide 
capable administrative support for the 
three principals of Robert Morris Ele-
mentary under whom she served. More 
importantly, Eleanor took the time 
and initiative to provide support, en-
couragement, and friendship to the 
thousands of students who passed 
through the school during tenure. 
Some people with Eleanor’s years of 
experience might have become compla-
cent, but Eleanor understood that in 
order to be successful a school must go 
beyond mere academic success; it must 
also provide a nurturing environment 
where pupils can develop the knowl-
edge, skills, and attitudes necessary for 
success throughout life. Eleanor made 
an indelible mark on Robert Morris El-
ementary and all who passed through 
there. She can take pride in a job well 
done. 

In retirement, I have no doubt that 
Eleanor will continue to be an active 
citizen of my hometown, Scranton, PA, 
where she resides with her husband 
Richard. 

I congratulate Eleanor on her many 
years of service to Robert Morris Ele-
mentary School and wish her the best 
in health and happiness at the comple-
tion of an admirable career.∑ 
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APPRECIATION FOR TOM GARY, 
JR. 

∑ Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to commend Tom Gary of 
Greenwood, MS, for his distinguished 
service during the past year as presi-
dent of the Delta Council. 

Delta Council is an economic devel-
opment organization representing the 
business, professional, and agricultural 
leadership of the 18 delta and part- 
delta counties of Northwest Mis-
sissippi. Delta Council was organized in 
1935 to help meet the challenges which 
confronted this region of our State. 

A major concern of the Mississippi 
Delta was the impact of Mississippi 
River and tributary flooding. Flood 
protection and drainage have severely 
challenged the delta region throughout 
its history. This is an area of concern 
where Tom Gary has distinguished 
himself as a leader. Tom took the lead-

ership of the Delta Council Flood Con-
trol Committee following a serious 
delta flood in 1991 and led the effort to 
accelerate construction and comple-
tion of all Yazoo Basin projects. The 
1991 flood inundated more than 1.1 mil-
lion acres in 15 delta towns; and it seri-
ously damaged schools, roads, public 
facilities and cropland. After Gary’s 
term as Flood Control Committee 
chairman, cities such as Greenville, the 
largest town in north Mississippi, re-
ceived benefits that will provide 100- 
year flood protection. 

Tom serves as vice president of Delta 
Wildlife, chairman of the Leflore Coun-
ty Farm Service Agency Committee, 
commissioner and treasurer of the 
Leflore County Soil and Water Con-
servation Commission, director of the 
Business and Industry Political Edu-
cation Committee and as the Cotton 
Board director of Farmers Supply Co-
operative. He was also appointed by the 
Secretary of Agriculture as a member 
of the Cotton Board. 

Through his work with Delta Coun-
cil, Tom has become a strong advocate 
and effective leader in advancing Delta 
Council’s mission in adult literacy, the 
fight against critical teacher shortages 
in the primary and secondary school 
system, improved access to health 
care, and in transportation develop-
ments which are so vital to the delta 
region. 

I congratulate Tom Gary and his wife 
Moxie for the contribution they have 
made to the delta through their service 
in Delta Council during the past year.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FRANCIS HARVEY 
∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
today I wish to speak about a recent 
change in the top leadership in our 
Army. Dr. Francis Harvey departed as 
Secretary of the Army at a ceremony 
at Fort Myer, VA. Farewell ceremonies 
are often held at Fort Myer for soldiers 
of all ranks as they pass the torch to 
those men and women who will take 
over the responsibility of defending our 
Nation. The ceremony at Fort Myer 
honors their contributions and symbol-
izes the continuity between the past 
and the future. Secretary of the Army 
Harvey’s service as Secretary of the 
Army was during a particularly crucial 
time for the Army. The Nation is at 
war against a dangerous and deter-
mined enemy. That war is of long dura-
tion, and the Army has borne the brunt 
of the fighting. The nature of this war, 
and the demands it has made on the 
Army, has resulted in great challenges 
for the senior leadership of the Army. 
Secretary Harvey accepted those chal-
lenges and worked with skill, deter-
mination, and honor to overcome them 
and keep our Army strong and ready 
today and to prepare it for tomorrow. 
Many of us in Congress know of and ap-
preciated Secretary Harvey’s commit-
ment to the Army. But the person who 
is best able to tell of his accomplish-
ments and his contribution to the 
Army is his close partner, the Chief of 

Staff of the Army. I am pleased to com-
mend to my colleagues GEN Peter 
Schoomaker’s speech thanking Sec-
retary Harvey for his service to the 
Army. I bid Secretary Harvey farewell, 
thank him for his service to our coun-
try, and wish him all the best in the 
next chapter of his life. 

The material follows. 
SPEECH BY GENERAL SCHOOMAKER 

Secretary and Mrs. Harvey, Deputy Sec-
retary England, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, General Pace . . . Sergeant Major of 
the Army Preston, other distinguished 
guests and friends. Today Dr. Fran Harvey, 
our 19th Secretary of the Army, departs our 
ranks but not our hearts. I am grateful to 
have had the privilege and honor to serve by 
his side. When Secretary Harvey was sworn- 
in back in November 2004 I provided him a 
photo of a Soldier on bended knee in Iraq 
carrying an almost unbearable load. 

I explained to Secretary Harvey that this 
picture should serve to remind him—that 
like all leaders across our Army—everything 
he does will impact our Soldiers on the 
ground. Our challenge, therefore, was to 
lighten the load our Soldiers bear (in other 
words, to ‘‘take things out of their 
rucksacks,’’ as we like to say). 

While he has kept it on his desk for two 
years let me tell you in no uncertain terms 
Secretary Harvey needed no such reminder. 
He was quick to state, and truly believed, 
that ‘‘Soldiers are and will always be our 
centerpiece. Their efforts are the reason the 
Army is one of the most respected organiza-
tions in America.’’ 

This conviction was evident in everything 
I saw him do as our Secretary. Everything 
was based on his passionate concern for the 
Army, its Soldiers, their families, and our 
Army Civilians. 

This concern is reflected in the other pic-
ture on his desk, one of two ladies, the moth-
ers of two fallen Soldiers. That picture 
serves as a reminder of the sacrifices our 
Soldiers and their families are making. His 
dedication was reflected in his personal and 
professional commitment to ‘‘provide a qual-
ity of life for our Soldiers that matched the 
quality of service they provide to the Na-
tion.’’ 

And he has worked tirelessly to do just 
that. Because of his vision, his dedication, 
and his unfailing commitment he departs our 
ranks today knowing with absolute cer-
tainty that our Soldiers and their families as 
well as the Army Civilians who support them 
have benefited greatly from his service. I 
have no doubt that our Army is far better 
today than we were just two years ago 

Our progress in many cases is the direct re-
sult of his determination to stand-up to 
those who challenged the basis of our re-
quirements to properly support our Soldiers. 

He also inspired us to think differently and 
far more strategically about how we ‘‘do 
business.’’ Without doubt these qualities are 
a testament to the unique brand of values- 
based, principle-centered leadership he dem-
onstrated with absolute conviction in his 
service as Secretary of the Army. 

In short his impact on our Army has been 
profound. He has moved us significantly for-
ward in our collective and continuing efforts 
to meet the needs of the Nation that we 
serve. 

My remarks will be brief because you came 
to hear Secretary Harvey, not me. We’ve 
convened today to honor him and his family 
and bear witness to the sacrifice of our Sol-
diers and the contributions our Army is 
making worldwide in defense of the Nation. 

We often overlook the fact that to perform 
his duties as our Secretary . . . he has en-
dured his own experience in ‘‘family separa-
tion’’ by being apart from Mary his gracious 
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